
 

 

10 Ways to Help  

Students’ Attendance 
 

1. Get your child to school on time 
every day. 

2. Talk about the importance of 
showing up to school everyday; 
make that the expectation. 

3. Allow your child to stay home only 
when he/she has a contagious ill-
ness or is too sick to be comforta-
ble. 

4. Contact attendance on the first 
morning of your child’s illness and 
send a note upon student’s return. 

5. Schedule appointments for after 
school hours or during student 
breaks. 

6. Help your child maintain daily rou-
tines, such as finishing homework 
and getting a good night’s sleep. 

7. Sign up for Home Access Center to 
monitor your child’s grades and 
attendance at  www.nacisd.org . 

8. Stay on top of academic progress 
and seek help from teachers or 
tutors if necessary.  Make sure 
teachers know how to contact you. 

9. Help your child catch up with any 
missed work. 

10. Take time to listen to them; there 
might be an underlying problem at 
school such as schoolwork or   
bullying.   Talk to the principal or 
counselor at your child’s school.   

 

 

Good attendance is essential to  

academic achievement 
 

ATTENDANCE FACTS: 

 Parents have a legal responsibility to ensure 

their children attend school 

 2 absences per month x 9 months of school 

= less likely to graduate from high school 

 Major source of revenue for schools 

 

SANCTIONS FOR TRUANCY: 

 Impact on driver license 

 Court appearances and fines 

 Mandated attendance by the courts 

 Saturday school / community service 

Student 

Attendance 

Initiative 

Nacogdoches ISD Police Department 

Truancy Office:  936-559-5787 



 

 

Q   Why does attendance matter?  

 

To stay on track in school, students need to be present 

every day. Missing 18 or more days of school in a year 

puts a child’s high school graduation at risk. Being ab-

sent for just two days every month of the school year 

can put a child behind academically.  Students with 

regular attendance are more likely to read well by third 

grade and score higher on tests. They also tend to be 

more engaged in school and feel better about them-

selves. 

 

 

Q   What will be allowed as an excused  absence? 
 

 Observe a religious holy day 

 Attend a required court appearance 

 Serve as an election clerk 

 Attend a healthcare appointment 

 Visit college campuses 

 Personal illness 

 Death of an immediate family member 

 Medical treatment 

 

 

Q      What will be considered an unexcused  
       absence? 
 
Any absence not listed above will be considered an 
unexcused absence. Examples of unexcused absences 
include, but are not limited to:  skipping class, car trou-
ble, oversleeping, personal business, vacation, etc. 

Questions & Answers 

Q     What is the compulsory school attendance law? 

A student between the ages of 6 years of age, or who is 

younger than 6 years of age and has previously been 

enrolled in the first grade, and who has not yet reached 

his or her 19th birthday must attend school.  On enroll-

ment in PK or kindergarten, a child must attend school 

since he/she is subject to compulsory school attendance 

rules while enrolled in school.  A person who voluntarily 

enrolls in or attends school after the person’s 19th birth-

day is required to attend each school day for the entire 

period the program of instruction for which the student is 

enrolled is offered.  If the person has more than five un-

excused absences in a semester, the school district may 

revoke the person’s enrollment for the remainder of the 

school year.   

 

Q  What is the 90% rule? 

Sec. 25.092 of the Texas Education Code, a student 

may not be given credit for a class unless the student is 

in attendance for at least 90% of the days the class is 

offered. This law does not distinguish between ex-

cused and unexcused absences.  All absences, even 

excused absences, count against the “Ninety Per-

cent Rule.”  In addition, excessive absences in any 

high-school course will delay your child in obtaining a 

Texas Driver’s License or participating in a Driver’s Edu-

cation course until your child completes a semester with 

90% attendance.  

 

Q    Will students need a doctor's note every time                        

they are absent due to illness? 

When a student's absence for personal illness exceeds 

5 consecutive days, the student must present a state-

ment from a physician or health clinic verifying the ill-

ness or other condition requiring the student's extended 

absence from school.  The principal and/or attendance 

committee may, if the student has established a ques-

tionable pattern of absences, also require a physician's 

or clinic's statement of illness after a single day's ab-

sence.  

 

Q    How do we take family vacations during the           

school year? 

Family vacations need to be taken during scheduled 

breaks, as denoted on the official school calendar. Tex-

as Statute does not allow a student to be absent from 

school for vacation during instructional days. 

 

Q  How many times do students have to be absent to 

be considered truant?   

A student absent from school without an excuse for ten 

(10) or more days or parts of days within a six-month 

period in the same school year  is considered truant and 

in violation of compulsory attendance laws.  The parent 

is subject to prosecution if the student fails to comply 

with attendance laws.  The student is subject to  referral 

to truancy court  if he/she fails to attend school as re-

quired by law.   
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